' IAN/1 2/2QQ7/FRI 02:51 PM WEMMH FAX Mo, 3176377561 P. 004 



BliaSgAIMS RECEIVED 
M3. (canceled) CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

JAN 1 2 2007 

(previously presented) A medical implant apparatus, comprising: 
a receiver member l^dng a longitudinal axis and defining an upper opening portion and 
a lower opening portion, a channel transversa tn and eftmrrwitM^^itSTig said ^Tpp^r opening 





portion, and an interior groove in said member substantially perpendicular to said axis; 

a retaining member having an inner dimension and an outer riiraftnai™^ an^rf retaining 
member occupying said groove; and 

a longitudinal member at least partially within said channel. 




5, (currently a me n d e d) Hie apparatus of claipaf44, wherein said groove communicates with 
said lower opening portion of said receiver member. 




(previously presented) The apparatus of claim^^wharin said retaining member is a 
substantially circular ring member. 



*7. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 4^^erein said retaining member is a 
substantially planar member. 



48. (previously presented) The apparatus Of claim 46, wherein said ring member includes a 
gap whereby said ring member can be contracted. 
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49^/^prrviously presented) The apparatus of claim 44, wherein when said retaining member 
is within said groove, said retaining member is substantially immovable in a radial direction. 




Sty (previously presented) The apparatus of clainr34, farther comprising a bone anchor 
having a head within said receiver member, said head having a diameter larger than said inner 
dimension of said retaining member. 




5y (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 50, wherein said heed of said bone anchor 
is substantially between said retaioutag member and said upper opening portion. 





(previously presented) The apparatus of clainvJfiC wherein said retaining member 
substantially surrounds a part of said bone anchor. 




S3, (previously presented) An apparatus for receiving and holding components of a multi- 
axial bone anchor system, comprising: 

a receiver member defining an upper opening portion and a lower opening portion, a 

channel transverse tn and r^rnrmir»jrtJng with said "Pp** «&**<^l*>rtiftr\ and ***** 1m«Pfr 

opening portion, and a groove around at least a portion of said lower openiag portion; and 

a bone anchor member having a head at least partially within said lower opening portion. 




(previously presented) The apparatus of claim 5 Vwherein said receiver member 
includes at least two branches defining said channel, said branches being internally threaded with 
reverse-angle threads. 
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55. (previously presented) The apparatus of daigv^^dter comprising a longitudinal 
member at least partially within said channel. 

y ■ y 

So. (previously presented) The apparatus of clamo3, further comprising a closure member 
at least partially within said upper opening portion. 

(previously presented) The apparatus of claim 56, wherein said closure member includes 
a set screw. 




idfclamiS^ 



58V (previously presented) The spparatas of clafo ^7, wherein said receiver member 
includcs internal reverse-angle threads, and said set screw included external threads capable of 
threadable mating with said reverse-angle threads. 

59-62. (cancelled) 



(new) The apparatus of clmn^K%rth^emfgprising a fixation member having ahead, 
sfrid head b<^witiriu said 

through said lower opening p ration and out of smdjteeiver member, wherein said retaining 
member is below said headL 




(new) The apparatus of claim ^4; further comprising a fixation member having a head, 
said head bring within said receiver member and a portion of said fixation member extending 
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through said lower opening portion and out of said receiver member, wherein said head contacts 
said retaining member when stud apparatus is locked. 

(new) The apparatus of claim M^^^cxmpxismg a fixation member having ahead, 
said head being within said receiver member and a portion of said fixation member extending 
through said lower opening portion and out of said receiver member, wherein said head shs on 
said retaining member. 

66/ (new) The apparatus of olaim^y^ntiier comprising a fixation member having ahead, 
/ said head being within said receiver member and a portion of said fixation member extending 
through said lower opening portion and out of said receiver member, wherein said retaining 
me m ber is below said head 

said head being within said receiver member and a portion of said fixation member extending 
through said lower opening portion and out of said receiver member, wherein said head contacts 
\ member when said apparatus is 1 





(new) The apparatus of claim^T, fttrther comprising a fixation member having a head, 
said head being within said receiver member and a portion of said fixation member extending 
through said lower opening portion and out of said receiver member, wherein said head sits on 
said ^fr^ ft ib p ib p g mff f jn befft 
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